MR. SMOTTLE ACQUIRES A SMALLER HAT

by D.P. O’Sullivan

Three chairs; two close, one apart. On one of the

paired chairs sits Smottle’s hat

SCENE 1 SMOTTLE'S PRIVATE WORLD - TIME NOT SPECIFIC

SFX PRERECORDED: SFX TRACK 1: THREE BELLS 15
SECONDS.
LIGHTS UP [BLUE] on ANGEL with flute

ANGEL
This must be the place. (to heaven) Anyone there? Hello? Which one
is it... oh him? Slow? Fast? Okay.

ANGEL plays Yankee Doodle for about 30 seconds.
SMOTTLE appears

SMOTTLE

Is that the transporter music?

ANGEL
Depends where you're going, pal. You're on your own now. One of us
will be back before we close for the day. (EXITS)

LIGHTS BLUE AND RED MIX

SMOTTLE
Place hasn’t changed much. (addresses the audience) Are you all
from Immigration? (relieved) Coming to the US from overseas is--
(looking to heaven, apologetic) Not long. If I don’t finish this
business, I can’t make Grade B. Peter’s office said it was okay.
Didn’t you get the e-mail...? Hello. (to audience) Where was I?

Coming to this country from overseas is bad but try coming from...
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up there. Business or pleasure? Now why would I come down here for
pleasure? Strictly business. Unfinished business. You may be aware
of the problem. But, just in case... I was crossing at Grand and
Dale when I first noticed that my head was shrinking. (pause) It
did not begin to shrink until a few hours after I died. Me? My name
is Smottle, Mr. Smottle. Variously referred to as Smittle, Smuttle,
Smattle, Smullet, Mullet, Mallet, and Sir. Where was I? I was

headed to Messrs. Cramp and Grunion, jewelers, on Grand and Dale
to pick up the package. A life and death mission. Life and death;

that’s ironic.

LIGHTS FULL WHITE [EXTERNAL DAYLIGHT]
SMOTTLE crosses the street and opens the door of
the imaginary Messrs. Cramp and Grunion, steps

inside, and closes the door

SCENE 2 GRAMP AND GRUNION JEWELERS - MORNING

SMOTTLE (CONT’D)
Hello! Hello! Perhaps I should come back later.

SMOTTLE is exiting the store when he is interrupted
by an unseen MR. CRAMP and MR. GRUNION

SMOTTLE (CONT'D)
Oh. Mr. Cramp. Sorry to interrupt. Good morning, Mr. Grunion. Oh.
You’'re Grunion... and he’s Cramp. I'm here for the... Mr. Smottle
is my name. The package. Is it ready? Good. It’s our anniversary
you see. (to CRAMP)Anniversary. ANNIVERSARY. MARCASITE EARRINGS.
Yes, gift wrapped, please. (pause) Oh, good. (Takes the package)
Thank you. My account? Yes. Smottle, yes. Thank you. Excuse me.

Good day.

He closes the door, steps from sidewalk, and

crosses.
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SFX PRERECORDED: SFX TRACK 2: LARGE TRUCK
WHOOSHING DOWN ON HIM, HORN BLARING. 9 SECONDS

SMOTTLE (CONTD)
(Holds up had, truck stops. To driver) You'’'re too early. I have to

get home. Catch a bus.

SMOTTLE makes it to the other side and checks the

bus timetable in a shelter

SMOTTLE (CONTD)
63K in... (play with timetable) About now.

SFX PRERECORDED: SFX TRACK 3: BUS PULLS UP AND
LEAVE IMMEDIATELY. TAXI SAME AND HONKING.

MARTHA ENTERS, listening (not looking at SMOTTLE)
and sits in the paired chair without the hat

SMOTTLE (CONT'D)
(to himself)

The buses are running late, dear. Taxil!

SCENE 3 MARTHA'S HOME - A LITTLE LATER

LIGHTS SOFT WHITE [INTERNAL DAYLIGHT]

SMOTTLE ENTERS, hat in hand, and sits in the easy
chair. MARTHA imagines him in his favorite chair
but she does not see or hear him. She is talking

to a memory. He communicates with her normally

SMOTTLE (CONT'D)
I walked all the way.

MARTHA

I miss you sitting in that old chair, Smottle.
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SMOTTLE

I miss you too, Martha. There is something--

MARTHA
Mary dropped in. Said she was thinking of visiting her oldest
daughter in Stillwater. Millie. The one who is married to that nice

foreign gentleman. Cyrus... something.
SMOTTLE

You're avoiding... Someone died. Who died?
MARTHA

Tea? What am I doing?

SMOTTLE
Tea’'s against the rules, anyway. Mead and honey yes. And every
Saturday night a Guinness. But only for the Irish. I been
practicing this fake accent. Sure you wouldn’t understand me even
if you could hear me. I have something to tell you. This morning

as I was... The short of it is I believe my head is shrinking.

MARTHA

Retiring early was not a good idea.

SMOTTLE
Strangest thing.

MARTHA
Mister Botfly set up an interview for you and you went wandering

off down town.

SMOTTLE

There was nothing to do. It was so quiet, like a morgue... sorry.
MARTHA

And visiting that doctor for... well she worked there.

MR. SMOTTLE ACQUIRES A SMALLER HAT-BY D.P. O'SULLIVAN 4




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




